
Littleton United Methodist Church 
February 14, 2010 

The Feast of the Transfiguration 
Service of the Word 

 
Prelude                                           Shout to the Lord                                            ZSCHECH       

       During the prelude, please silently prepare your hearts and minds for worship.     
                                                             
The Lighting of the Altar Candles 
 
Welcome and Announcements                                                             

Members and guests please sign the friendship pad located at the end of the pew.  
  
+Introit                                          Shine, Jesus, Shine                                       Page 2173 
 

+Greeting                                                                                                     
 Pastor:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 People:  Amen 
 Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the 
    Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 People:  And also with you. 

Pastor:  The Lord our God is a holy God. 
 People: Let us be holy, for the Lord our God is holy. 

Pastor:  The Lord our God is a just God. 
 People:  Let us be just, for the Lord our God is just. 
 Pastor:  The Lord our God is a righteous God. 
 People:  Let us be righteous, for the Lord our God is righteous. 
 Pastor:  The Lord our God is a jealous God. 
 People:  Let us worship the Lord our God, for there is no God but the Lord! 
    
+Entrance Hymn #185                 When Morning Gilds the Skies                 LAUDES DOMINI 
 

Prayer of the Day                                                                                     
 Transforming God, who awakened Jesus’ disciples on the mountaintop, 
awaken us here that we may discern the vision you place before us.  We listen for the 
word Christ has for us amid the perils of our day.  We dare to question our call and 
examine ourselves, for we want to share your truth, not our own biases and manipula-
tions, with the world.   AMEN. 

 
The First Reading                         Exodus 34:29-35                    Marie Fields, Lay Reader 

When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands, he was not 
aware that his face was radiant because he had spoken with the LORD.  When Aaron and all the Israel-
ites saw Moses, his face was radiant, and they were afraid to come near him.  But Moses called to them; 
so Aaron and all the leaders of the community came back to him, and he spoke to them.  Afterward all the 
Israelites came near him, and he gave them all the commands the LORD had given him on Mount Si-
nai. When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil over his face.  But whenever he entered the 
LORD's presence to speak with him, he removed the veil until he came out. And when he came out and 
told the Israelites what he had been commanded,  they saw that his face was radiant. Then Moses would 



put the veil back over his face until he went in to speak with the LORD. 

 Reader: This is the word of God for us, the people of God. 
    People: Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalter           Psalm 99 

 The Lord reigns; let the peoples tremble! 
  The Lord sits enthroned upon the cherubim; 
     let the earth quake! 
 The Lord is great in Zion, 
  and is exalted over all the peoples. 
 Let them praise your great and wondrous name! 
  Holy is the Lord! 
 Mighty Ruler, love of justice, 
  you have established equity; 
 You have executed justice 
  and righteousness in Jacob. 
 Extol the Lord our God. 
  Worship at the Lord’s footstool! 
  Holy is the Lord!      R 
 
 Moses and Aaron were among God’s priests, 
  Samuel also was among those who called on 
     God’s name. 
 They cried to the Lord, who answered them, 
  who spoke to them in the pillar of cloud. 
 They kept God’s testimonies, 
  And the statutes God gave them. 
 O Lord, our God, you answered them; 
  you were a forgiving God to them. 
  but an avenger of their wrongdoings. 
 Extol the Lord our God, 
  and worship at his holy mountain. 
  Surely the Lord our God is holy!    R 
 
 

 

                        Hol - y    God,   we praise thy  name:  ev -   er -   last  -   ing    is         thy    reign. 



The Second Reading                     2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 
Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over 
his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was fading away. But their minds were 
made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, 
because only in Christ is it taken away. Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. But 
whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being 
transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

Therefore, since through God's mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. Rather, we have re-
nounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the 
contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of 

God.  

 Reader: This is the word of God for us, the people of God. 
    People: Thanks be to God.      
 
Anthem                           Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies                                     WESLEY                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                                

+Gospel Acclamation #2043                   Alleluia                                      CELTIC ALLELUIA           
+The Holy Gospel               Luke 9:28-43a  
      Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord, the word of God for us, the people of God. 
    People: Thanks be to God.   
 
Sermon                                       “Light in All Directions”                           Rev. Rob Licht 
 

+Hymn  #258                            O Wondrous Sight! O Vision Fair                                   WAREHAM 
  

+The Apostles’ Creed                     Page 881 
 
Prayer of Confession                                                                         
 O God, we tremble before you for we have sinned.  You already know what we 
have done and what we have failed to do.  Hear us now as we recognize and admit our 
actions and our inactions in violation of the trust you have placed in us.  Enter into our 
excuses and our pretensions, Holy One, that we may be saved for ministry and mis-
sion.  AMEN.  

 

A Moment of Silent Confession 
 
Words of Pardon 
 Pastor: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet Sinners; that  
  proves God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!     
 People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
 All:        Glory to God. Amen.     
 
The Offertory                                 Be Thou My Vision                                            HOPSON 
 
+The Doxology  #94                                                                      LASST UNS ERFREUEN 



 

+The Prayer of Dedication   
 
The Prayers 
 Sharing our Joys and Concerns 
 Pastoral Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                          Page 895 

      

+Closing Hymn (insert)                    Alleluia, Song of Gladness                   LAUDA ANIMA  
 

+Dismissal with Blessing   
+Congregational Response    Dona Nobis Pacem  (Grant Unto Us, Peace)     Page 376 
+Taking God’s Light Into The World 
+Chiming of the Trinity 
+Postlude                                             Ceremonial March                              WETHERILL                     
 
                                                                                                     

                        +The congregation will stand as you are able 
 
 

** Printed copies of the sermon are available after the service in each narthex 
 
 
 
 
 

What is the Burial of the Alleluia? 
 

 The “Burial of the Alleluia” is a custom which has been maintained by the church since 
the fifth century. Because of the reflective and penitential nature of the holy season of Lent 
(which begins Wednesday), the singing or saying of the word “alleluia” is metaphorically “buried” 
or suspended during Lent‘s forty days.  The next time we will sing or “resurrect” the alleluia will 
be on Easter morning.  For this reason, the gospel acclamation disappears during Lent.  Today, 
we will bid farewell to the alleluia in our last hymn Alleluia, Song of Gladness.  Please pay par-
ticular attention to the words in the hymn’s third verse.  These words offer us an explanation as 
to why the alleluia disappears: 
 
 Alleluia cannot always be our song while here below; 
 Alleluia our transgressions make us for a while forego; 
 For the solemn time is coming when our tears for sin shall flow.  
 
All is not gloom and sadness, however, for the final verse of the hymn anticipates, even as we 
begin Lent, the very joy of Easter when our glad alleluias will return in all their heavenly splen-
dor. 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Our Gifts 

Our Presence 

Today:      10:00 AM Worship Service 
       11:20 AM Sunday school 
 
Monday:     1:00 PM Blanket Bee / Sewing Group 
 
Tuesday:     Newsletter article deadline 
       5:30 PM  Game Night in fellowship hall   
               
Wednesday:   10:00 AM Bible Study 
       12:00 PM Lenten Lunch - Littleton Baptist Church 
        7:00 PM Choir Practice 
 
Friday:      2:00 PM Warren Hills Birthday Party 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Littleton United Methodist Church strives to provide all-inclusive worship of 
God through our Savior, Jesus Christ.   

We are committed to deepening our spiritual growth. 
We are to minister in Christ's name to the needy, the sick, the dying, the 

unchurched, and to each other.   
We are to be active Christians, spreading the Good News. 

We are to strive to witness for Jesus in our daily lives, in our community and 
throughout the world. 

Offerings last week $1,601.16 
 



Our Service 

Serving in Worship:Serving in Worship:Serving in Worship:Serving in Worship:    
Choir Director / Organist:  Tom Parker 
Organist emeritus:  Trudi May 
Acolyte:   Martha Sherman 
Greeters:   Susan Merchant (east) 
                  Marj Prescott (west) 
Ushers:      Ed Angel (east) 
   Bob Workman (west) 
                  Al Prescott (west) 
Nursery:    as needed 
Sound:    Dick O’Sullivan 
   Ed Angel 
 
    
  

2010201020102010 Committee Chairpersons: Committee Chairpersons: Committee Chairpersons: Committee Chairpersons:    
Administrative Council: Richard Sherman 
Congregational Care:  Jean Houston 
Shepherding: Elizabeth Solovieff 
Discipleship: Helen Burtchell 
Age Level:  Diana Parham 
Outreach:  Helen Burtchell 
Missions:  Richard Sherman 
Finance:  Mike Herman 
Pastor-Parish:  Sherman Merchant 
Lay Leadership:  Rob Licht 
Trustees:  Shirley Anschutz 
Kitchen:  Marie Fields 
Membership:  Marj Prescott 
Scholarship:  Marvin Newsom III 
Memorials: Matt Johnston 
Newsletter:  Susan Merchant 
Sunday School Superintendent: Jean Jarvis 

Serving in our Church, Community and WorldServing in our Church, Community and WorldServing in our Church, Community and WorldServing in our Church, Community and World    
The Blanket Bee / Sewing Group will meet in the fellowship hall on Monday at 1:00 PM. 
 
The (somewhat flexible) deadline for Newsletter Articles is this Tuesday. 
 
Remember Game Night this Tuesday at 5:30 PM.  Bring a game of your choice, or join in on 
the board or card games. If playing games isn't for you, you will enjoy the company of other 
"active spectators" and conversation.  As usual,  homemade soup and sandwiches and a 
yummy dessert will be provided. Invite a neighbor or friend, there's always plenty of food and 
good times.  
 
The first of the series of this year’s Lenten Lunches will be at Littleton Baptist Church this 
Wednesday at noon.  Pastor Rob will be speaking.  Each person should bring a bag lunch.  
Drinks and desserts will be provided by the host church.  Come as you are and invite someone 
to join you for this time of community fellowship and devotion.  The complete schedule follows: 
 Date  Location   Speaker 
 Feb 17  Littleton Baptist Church  Rev. Rob Licht 
 Feb 24  South Street Baptist Church Rev. Timothy Edwards 
 March 3  Littleton United Methodist  Rev. David Smith 
 March 10 St. Alban’s Episcopal Church Rev. Fred Eichner 
 March 17 Weaver’s Chapel UMC  Rev. Mike Currin 
 March 24 at Littleton United Methodist Rev. Will Tabron 
   (Littleton Presbyterian host) 

 

 
***Note—the side door will be locked during the worship service.  


